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The Corporate Challenge

Growing the sport in Kansas City and
how to grow it in your town

When you think of Kansas City, don’t forget that the city =~ Twenty five years later, the table tennis event at the
has been a table tennis hotbed since the early 1930s when = Kansas City Corporate Challenge is thriving, Overland
Dr. Stanley Morest introduced the Kansas City Table  Park Racquet Club is still the host site, and Bill is still
Tennis Club. Dr. Morest later became the President of the  available to offer a helping hand.

USTTA, and Kansas City hosted the National Table Tennis
Championships in the 1950’s. Numerous top competitors This year, the table tennis event was sponsored by
have hailed from the area over the years. two local companies, Perceptive Software of Shawnee,
Kansas and Andrews McMeel Universal of Kansas City,
In 1935, Dr. Morest, took on a young protégé, Bill ~ Missouri. There were eight divisions in each of four table
Guilfoil. Guilfoil began playing table tennis in church  tennis events (Men’s Singles, Women’s Singles, Men’s
basements, school gymnasiums, and by moonlight on a  Doubles, Women’s Doubles). The Divisions are based
baseball field. He grew up playing both table tennis and  upon company size.
tennis, has been ranked nationally in both sports, and has
competed internationally in both sports. One hundred and seventy one companies participated
with over 260 players signed up in singles events alone.
Over the years, Guilfoil has made his living as a tennis ~ The event was played in one very full day with employees
professional, but table tennis has remained a firstlove. In  of Garmin International, Inc. taking first place in Division
1973, Guilfoil found himself as the Tennis Pro at Overland A in all events.
Park Racquet Club (OPRC), an indoor tennis facility in

Kansas City. He began incorporating table tennis into the Garmin, Andrews McMeel Universal, Perceptive
programming. Now 86, Guilfoil continues to teach both ~ Software, and many other corporate participants have
tennis and table tennis at the facilty. table tennis tables set up in the workplace. Many of the

companies that compete in the Corporate Challenge
“Tennis and table tennis are perfect doubles partners.  have training sessions leading up to the event or have
Table tennis has been used to improved hand-eye  internal tournaments to determine who will represent their

coordination for decades. In fact, Bill Price of Saint Louis, = company in the event.
who coached Davis Cup Tennis players, incorporated
table tennis into all his training programs,” says Guilfoil. Any annual event that leads to hundreds of recreational

players taking up their paddles is great for the sport. Not
The compatibility of the sports in an indoor tennis facility ~ every city has the number of companies that are present in
is obvious, and there is open play on Sunday afternoons at ~ greater Kansas City. However, KC’s Corporate Challenge
OPRC for all levels of play. The lighting, the surface, the = began with only 15 companies involved.
horizontal and vertical space— are all perfectly suited for
table tennis— one tennis court can easily accommodate Consder then how business groups and Chamber of
12 tables. Commerce groups in many other communities may be
interested in supporting an annual event that promotes
competition, team work, and employee health. To match
THE CORPORATE CHALLENGE the depth of the KC event, table tennis organizers could
reach out to organizers of other sports in their region.
In 1980, merchants in the Kansas City area put together =~ Again, any annual event that leads to cooperation amongst
a company against company athletic event. This was the  local sports (and businesses, community leaders, and
year of the boycott of the Moscow Summer Olympic  hopefully the media) is great for our sport.
Games and the challenge was initially positioned as a
type of “corporate olympics”. Initially, 15 companies Unfortunately, table tennis regularly struggles to find
competed in a handful of sports, but the idea caught on  sponsors. Local companies often have no ties to our
and has grown to nearly 200 companies competing in 29  sport and no way to gauge their benefit in supporting
sports. us. Imagine having a list of companies who compete in
a table tennis event every year, or names of employees
As the Corporate Challenge began to add other sports,  of that company who are players that enjoy our sport, or
Bill Guilfoil stepped to recommend table tennis with  knowledge that table tennis has caught on as an activity at
OPTC as the host site. Table tennis was added as an event  that local company and employees are spending recreation
in 1984 with Bill helping with organization and rules. time at the company playing. The entire equation could
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be quickly changed so that there is both an understanding
of the sport and an understanding of the depth of the reach
of our sport on the part of the company. Local sponsors
can become regional sponsors, regional sponsors may
eventually become national sponsors, and a few large
national sponsors could drastically change the table
tennis landscape. Also imagine larger prize purses, larger
scale tournaments drawing out recreational players, and
event coverage on tv, along with traditioinal news media
providing space and time in their papers and newscasts to
cover and promote the sport of table tennis.

Here are some of the company names that participated in
the Corporate Challenge in Kansas City this year:

American Sterling Bank
Garmin International, Inc.
Ameriprise Financial/Sutton Law
GE Energy

Applebee’s Services, Inc.
Procter & Gamble

Archer Daniels Midland
Generali USA

Archer Technologies

Quest Diagnostics

Hallmark Cards, Inc.

Harley - Davidson

Harrah’s NKC Casino and Hotel
Saint Luke’s Health System
Bayer

Honeywell FM&T

Sega, Inc.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of KC
J.P.Morgan

Burns&JohnDeere

SprintNextel

Bushnell

KeyBank Real Estate Capital
Lockton Companies, LLC
United Health Group

University of Phoenix

EMBARQ Corporation p
Ernst & Young

Think of the possibilities for your community.

Guilfoil invites everyone to join their open play on
Sunday afternoons at OPRC. “The atmosphere is great.
There is great cross-coaching. We’re all in it to improve
the overall skill level—and have a great time,” said
Guilfoil. “Don’t forget to join us for open play on Sunday
afternoons if you’re in Kansas City.”

Katie Roder, Executive Director
Kansas City Corporate Challenge

6501 Antioch, Shawnee Mission, KS 66202

www.kccorporatechallenge.com
kcce@mindspring.com

Bill Guilfoil
BG10S@att.net

Overland Park Racquet Club
6800 W. 91st Street
Overland Park, KS 66212
www.opracquetclub.com
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