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December 9, 2008

Subject: 2009 Men’s and Women’s National Team Qualifications

USATT management has asked the Elite Athletes Committee to formulate a selection procedure for the 2009 Men’s and Women’s Teams, and the Committee’s recommendations have been approved.

Each team will consist of four players.

First, players who enjoy a top 30 world ranking are offered a place on the team. I am delighted to report that Jun Gao (World # 14) has accepted a spot, and will play for USATT.

The results from the Men’s Singles and Women’s Singles events at the 2008 Nationals will be used to fill subsequent team spots, until a total of three men and three women have qualified. Since Gao has already taken her place on the Women’s Team, two additional spots remain to be filled.

Three roster slots on the Men’s Team will be awarded at the 2008 Nationals.

After the tournament, the fourth and final spot on each team will be offered to a player nominated by a committee consisting of our six national coaches - Danny Seemiller, Doru Gheorghe, Fan Yiyong, Lily Yip, Keith Evans, and Emilia Gheorghe. The Elite Athletes Committee must approve the coaches’ selections.

Although internal committee discussions and votes must remain confidential, I will be happy to address questions or comments.

Thank you,

Ross

